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Secret Screenings
Secret Screenings is a series of nine surprise screenings chosen by Artistic Director Lili Hinstin – a line-up with-
out restrictions regarding date, place or even festival connection: from gems of the past waiting to be redis-
covered, to timeless classics always worth seeing again, to unexpected premieres. However nothing or almost 
nothing will be known about these screenings: only the day, the starting time, the original version language and 
the theater will be known in advance. The titles will be revealed to the public only as they take their seats and 
the lights go down. The element of surprise, combined with the sense of community that comes from collec-
tively discovering a film, a director and an entire creative universe, will offer viewers a truly unique experience.  

The Secret screenings will take place from 6 to 14 August in the cinemas of the Locarno area in the early evening 
slot, with a repeat the following day, and they will be introduced and presented by Lili Hinstin.

Here for more information on the Secret Screenings
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Locarno Pro Online edition
5-11 August
Locarno Pro is the Locarno Film Festival’s go-to destination for film industry attendees and it plays an active 
360° role in supporting auteur cinema, both by launching new projects and by expanding and improving existing 
services and initiatives. The aim is to assist sales agents, distributors, exhibitors, producers and directors com-
ing from different regions across the world in their respective fields, fostering independent filmmaking during 
the Festival and all year round.

In a year when it will not be possible for it to be the international film industry’s summer focal point, Locarno Pro 
will nevertheless be a virtual territory of meetings, exchanges and growth for auteur film professionals. With its 
offering of four events or initiatives, all of which will take place online, Locarno Pro joins the industry in exam-
ining in depth an undoubtedly difficult year, yet also seeks to develop ideas and proposals to continue working 
towards the future. 

Locarno Pro Online Edition

StepIn in partnership with Variety

SwissBiz Round Table – How much is a release worth?

Heritage Online

Open Doors

Here more information on Locarno Pro Online Edition
Spotlight – Locarno Pro 2020 Online edition: all the initiatives
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Starting from zero
It’s hard to think of a more radical beginning. When I gladly accepted the adventure of taking over the helm 
at Locarno Pro, I could never have imagined that my first Festival would be without people, or that the spark 
that lights up my every Festival experience would not be there – the meetings. That incredible time in August 
of unique and exciting encounters, when Locarno is the world capital of auteur filmmaking and the days of Lo-
carno Pro are center stage on the independent film industry scene. When 354 days of weaving relationships, 
establishing contacts and arousing interest finally pay off when you meet face to face with acquaintances old 
and new, shake hands and catch up. No, there will be no such time this year. My first year in the Locarno team 
has turned out to be an absolute year zero, for me and for the Festival as a whole, required for the first time in 
decades to give up a vital part of itself and engage in a complete rethink.

It’s been hard, but also very powerful, quite literally. Because the power of zero can mean anything and 
everything. It can be the opportunity to raise the potential of the Internet to 100%, making it the arena for 
those “missing” meetings, with the awareness that without geographical borders, the possible audience online 
is limitless. It can be a chance to grow together with our partners, facing the challenge side by side and finding in 
each other the strength and the tools to redefine a project collaboratively. It can be the space in which to remind 
the world, loud and clear, that we at Locarno Pro already started up a gaze without borders eighteen years ago, 
with Open Doors. It can be the ideal moment to initiate an idea with no specific venue but a precise objective.
Which is why my year zero, our year zero, has turned out to be an ideal year. A year of ideas, all to be reshaped 
or thought up from scratch. The year of the virtual meetings of StepIn 2020 with Variety and SwissBiz with 
Cinébulletin. The year to take a trip back through those eighteen years of Open Doors, a leading player in the 
programming of Locarno 2020 and also another virtual forum for discussions, exchange and growth with auteurs 
and producers all so far away, yet also never so close. The year to launch Heritage Online, an unprecedented 
platform that links the treasures of film history to the future by opening a way for masterpieces of the past to 
find a niche on VOD and streaming. Another project made possible by the Internet and by the various ways of 
meeting up “differently” online until we can see each other again in person, eye to eye, at Locarno 2021.

So, my first year could have been easier, but it surely couldn’t have been more interesting, full as it has been of 
learning and promise for the future.

Starting from zero, yes, but with an invaluable heritage behind me — the work of my predecessors — and a future 
to be built on the horizon. The future that we will try to draw, together, at Locarno 2020 – For the Future of 
Films. 

Valentina Merli
Head of Locarno Pro

All language versions of the text, including French and German, are available here 
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Locarno Pro 2020 initiatives
StepIn, in partnership with Variety 
5, 6 and 7 August

In just few years StepIn has confirmed its status as one of the most renowned international think tanks where 
film industry professionals can meet share their experiences and discuss the future of the cinema industry, im-
agining together new behaviors, practices and business models.  
Locarno Pro has organized this year an online edition of StepIn, which will be open on registration to all industry 
professionals. The event will be hosted in the Variety Streaming Room, thanks to the collaboration with Variety. 

It consists of three debate sessions moderated each time by one of the key journalists from Variety and will 
involve top international speakers from varied sectors of the film industry. Each session will last 50 minutes and 
will take place online during Locarno Pro days (5-7 August) starting from 5 pm (CEST).

Session 1, 5 August, 5 pm (CEST): The Future of Theatrical Releases
Speakers: Elissa Federoff (President of Distribution, NEON), Allison Gardner (CEO, Glasgow Film), Laura Houl-
gatte (CEO, International Union of Cinemas), Vincent Quek (President, Anticipate Pictures), Mikey Schwartz-
Wright (Agent, United Talent Agency)
Moderator: Manori Ravindran, International Editor, Variety

Session 2, 6 August, 5 pm (CEST): The State of Independent Film Production
Speakers: Daniel Battsek (Director, Film4), Nisha Ganatra (Director – Late Night, The High Note), Alexandra Leb-
ret (Managing Director of the European Producers Club), Kasi Lemmons, (Director/Writer – Harriet, Self-Made, 
Talk to Me), Soumya Sriraman (President, Britbox), Rodrigo Teixeira (Producer RT Features – Call Me By Your 
Name, Port Authority, The Lighthouse)
Moderator: Nick Vivarelli, International Correspondent, Variety

Session 3, 7 August, 5 pm (CEST): The Future of Film Festivals and Film Markets
Speakers: Alberto Barbera (Director, Venice Film Festival), Lili Hinstin (Artistic Director, Locarno Film Festival), 
Tabitha Jackson (Director, Sundance Film Festival), Jérôme Paillard (Executive Director, Marché du Cannes), Sa-
rah Schweitzman (Agent, CAA Film Finance & Sales Group)
Moderator: Leo Barraclough, International Features Editor, Variety

StepIn Project Manager: Marcello Paolillo

Here for more information on StepIn 2020 Online edition and registration
Spotlight – StepIn 2020 Online Edition in partnership with Variety. Registration are now open
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SwissBiz Round Table – How much is a release worth? 
10 August

Locarno Pro is launching the SwissBiz Round Table, organized in collaboration with Cinébulletin. A space for dis-
cussion online, in which professionals can share points of view on current and future scenarios for the industry 
and try to answer the question “how much is a release worth?”.

Today, venues and viewing modes for presenting films to the public can vary considerably, heavily impacting 
on viewers’ perception of individual titles. In an increasingly fragmented global landscape, featuring advance 
world premieres online and partnerships between movie theaters and streaming platforms, what does the fu-
ture hold for the Swiss film industry? Will the domestic marketplace come through the crisis brought on by the 
global pandemic, which has effectively already torn up the theatrical release calendar for 2020?
Amid the extreme variations of the current context, issues such as the value of a theatrical release, distribution 
strategies and timing of circuit release schedules are becoming ever more important.

SwissBiz will take place Monday 10 August, from 6 pm to 7.30 pm (CEST), and will host five speakers, moderat-
ed by Pascaline Sordet. The Round Table will be followed by a Q&A session with the online audience. Working 
languages will be French and German, with no translation. 

The 5 speakers:

Andreas Furler, Founder and Managing Director, Cinefile 

Jela Škerlak, Head of Exhibition and Diversity and Eurimages Representative, Federal Office of Culture (FOC)

Joel Fioroni, Exhibitor, LUX art house 

Karin Koch, Producer, Dschoint Ventschr Filmproduktion 

Thierry Spicher, Distributor, Outside the Box 

To join the audience (max. 500 users) register online here
Spotlight – SwissBiz Round Table: “How much is a release worth?”
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Heritage Online 
8 August
Heritage Online is the new service launched by Locarno Pro dedicated to extending the outreach and distribu-
tion of the cinema of the past, mainly thanks to digital tools. This platform, unique and unprecedented on the in-
ternational scene, enables rightsholders of international library and heritage films to raise the visibility of their 
titles while setting up a direct channel of communication with their clients, i.e. VOD broadcasters. Likewise 
through Heritage Online platform, streamers can retrieve the details of individual films, technical information, 
and license availability as well as to watch the individual works in a dedicated Online Screening Room. The aim, 
for both sides, is to bring to the public an international heritage of film, still today little present in the VOD 
universe. 

The Heritage Online platform is online from 7 July and will run all year round. During the days of Locarno Pro, it 
will come to life especially on 8 August. 
On this day, a selection of the titles owned by certain of the Right Holders participating in Heritage Online 
will be presented, showcasing the varied scene of the archive film and library catalogues present and available 
for international distribution. A round table will also be held on the theme of the distribution of archive titles 
through streaming services.

Heritage Online Round Table 
8 August, 5 pm (CEST)

Speakers:
Frédéric Maire – Cinémathèque Suisse
Emilie Cauquy – Cinémathèque Française/HENRI
Penelope Bartlett – The Criterion Channel
Chiara Marañon – MUBI
Geremia Biagiotti – Intramovies

Heritage Online Project Manager: Markus Duffner

Here more information on Heritage Online
Spotlight – Heritage Online is now…online
Press Release – Locarno Pro launches Heritage Online, the first industry platform to boost film heritage distri-
bution
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Open Doors

Open Doors is the Locarno Pro initiative that for eighteen years has aimed to foster independent cinema and 
showcase directors and films from countries in the Global South and East. In collaboration with the Swiss Agen-
cy for Development and Cooperation (SDC) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), the Locarno 
Film Festival contributes to the diversity of the international cinema scene, providing a forum for multiform 
perspectives and debates. 

This year the initiatives continues its three-year focus (2019-2021), inaugurated last year, dedicated to South 
East Asia (Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines) and Mongolia, using 
digital technology to the full to allow cinemas and filmmaking talents in the region to gain a greater foothold in 
the international scene and to offer a more inclusive and collaborative regional working platform.

In 2020 we open the doors even wider!

This year the Locarno Film Festival will surprise its public with innovative forms of participation. More people 
can attend, filmmakers can be seen and heard from more places around the globe, turning the obstacles of the 
COVID-19 crisis into opportunities to reach out further. Keeping the doors wide open to talented artists this is 
one of the ambitions of this year’s Open Doors edition. In 2020, twenty films will be screened online from Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Myanmar and the Philippines. 

We thank the Locarno Festival for its guidance and support to directors and producers from South East Asia 
and Mongolia, presenting their work to the world despite all odds. The participants of the Open Doors section 
engage in workshops, present their work, show their films and – the best win prizes, this year mostly online. The 
Locarno Film Festival remains a stepping stone for greater professional recognition. It broadens the horizon of 
its viewers and to the producers, it opens the doors to the global world of film making.

Stay tuned and enjoy! 

Patricia Danzi, 
Director of Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 
of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)

All language versions of the text, including French and German, are available here 
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Open Doors’ activities 
6-11 August

Open Doors consists of several activities that will take place online during the Locarno 2020 – For the Future of 
Films edition and are targeted at film industry professionals.
As with every year, Open Doors will be presenting a selection of films and ongoing projects by filmmakers in 
the focus countries. The participants include both fledgling talents, taking their first steps on the international 
stage after being noticed during the section’s travels around the region, and well-known and established direc-
tors. Through activities such as panel discussions, a round table and meetings with industry players, the Locarno 
2020 audience and film professionals will have an opportunity to learn about these filmmaking talents at first 
hand, gaining insights into their art, stories and cultures. The new digital format will enhance the flexibility and 
accessibility of the Open Doors offering, making it possible to open up the activities to movie fans and “virtual 
attendees” from the industry worldwide.

The protagonists of the Hub (platform for international co-production) and the Lab (training for creative pro-
ducers) will meet on dedicated platforms and will be able to present their projects to professionals of the swiss 
and international industry thanks to individual meetings programmed during the first week of Locarno 2020 
(August 6-11).

Open Doors Hub – the 8 selected projects
The Open Doors Hub is an international coproduction platform for eight selected feature film projects.

FRUIT GATHERING, by Aung Phyoe – Myanmar/France/ Czech Republic

INSIDE THE YELLOW COCOON SHELL (BÊN TRONG VỎ KÉN VÀNG), by Pham Thien An – Vietnam/Singapore/
France 

THE GODMOTHERS, by Anucha Boonyawatana – Thailand/USA 

THIS CITY IS A BATTLEFIELD (PERANG KOTA), by Mouly Surya – Indonesia/Singapore/Philippines    

TROPICAL GOTHIC, by Isabel Sandoval – Philippines

OASIS OF NOW, by Chee Sum Chia – Malaysia

ZE, by Lkhagvadulam Purev-Ochir – Mongolia/France 

ZSA ZSA ZATURNNAH VS THE AMAZONISTAS OF PLANET X, by Avid Liongoren – Philippines /France   

Open Doors Lab – the 9 selected creative producers
The Open Doors Lab is a talent incubator for the new generation of creative producers in the region and it offers 
its participants a professional platform that allows them to better understand the specificities and possibilities 
of the international market, also encouraging discussion and sharing of ideas, experiences and best practices.

Darung Mony, Studio4, Cambodia   

Lomorpich Rithy, PlerngKob, Cambodia   

Vannaphone Sitthirath, Lao New Wave Cinema Productions, Laos    

Choo Mun Bel, Sixtymac Production, Malaysia

Lamin Oo, Tagu Films, Myanmar

Uran Sainbileg, IFI Production, Mongolia

Supatcha Thipsena, Mobile Lab Project, Thailand

Kyle Nieva, Screen Asia, Philippines

Nguyen Luong Hang, EAST Films, Vietnam    

Industry professionals can request 1to1 meetings with the projects holders by contacting the team at open-
doors@locarnofestival.ch

Here for more information on Open Doors and its activities
Press release – Open Doors Hub and Lab: projects selected for Locarno 2020
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Open Doors Round Table
2020 in South East Asia: perspectives from Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and the Philippines 
11 August, 2.30 pm (CEST)

The Open Doors Round Table is a public event organized every year by the Open Doors initiative, in order to 
shed light on the current state of affairs in the film industries of the countries in focus – this year Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar and the Philippines. 
Thanks to the contribution of leading professionals from the region, it will tackle topical subjects as the driving 
force of women creators in the local industries and the effects of the current global health crisis.

Speakers:
Nandita Solomon, producer, Malaysia

Mouly Surya, film director, Indonesia

Antoinette Jadaone, film director, Philippines

Thuthu Shein, producer, Myanmar

Moderated by Paolo Bertolin, Open Doors Artistic Consultant and film expert in the Asia-Pacific region.

Open Doors: new services 365 days a year

In parallel, since the start of the year, Open Doors has broadened its field of action intensifying the scope of its 
liaison and support for young talents, including alumni of the program in previous years, but also non-alumni 
and directors of short films. 

Open Doors has now launched new year-round services, mostly digitally- based, with a 4-fold development 
strategy aiming to strengthen the collaboration with filmmakers and producers from both previous and current 
focus regions: South Asia, Southeast Asia and Mongolia.

In particular, Open Doors launches the Open Doors ToolBox, an online platform which offers to filmmakers and 
producers from the focus regions valuable types of resources to be accessed for free all year round. The aim is to 
provide a space and a resource center for directors and producers to acquire new forms of knowledge related to 
their craft and the development possibilities of their projects. 

Furthermore, complementary services have also been developed, which are the Hotline service, the Consultancy 
service and the Annual Regional Forum, which will be held yearly in one of the countries of the focus region and it 
will build on learning, exchanging experiences and networking activities, allowing filmmakers to meet and to cre-
ate connections across the regions. These additional services, dedicated to emerging directors and producers will 
be followed by a very experienced film professional, Zsuzsi Bánkuti, Open Doors Community Coordinator.

Here for more information on Open Doors new services
Spotlight – Open Doors launches new activities

In addition to Hub & Lab and the new activities launched this year, Open Doors also organizes Open Doors 
Screenings, which this year will take place directly online, and Through the Open Doors, a selection of 10 fea-
ture films that retrace the 18-year history of Open Doors.

Head of Open Doors: Sophie Bourdon
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Locarno Kids HomeMade Movies
Locarno Kids is the Locarno Film Festival program that introduces younger viewers to the wonders of cinema 
through screenings and workshops.
This year Locarno Kids is giving its young audience an even more engaging shared experience, thanks to Locarno 
Kids HomeMade Movies, an initiative that allows children and teenagers to learn the secrets of stop-motion 
animation, by a series of specific online tutorials that will make them directors and animate their stories inspired 
by ecological themes.

The initiative takes place in three phases:

1. Starting from July, video tutorials, made by professional animators and educators, have been uploaded on 
the Locarno Film Festival website’s page dedicated to Locarno Kids. Among the animators participating in 
the project is also Claude Barras, director of Ma vie de Courgette (My Life as a Cougette, 2016).

2. Boys and girls, together with their parents, relatives and classmates, will then put into practice the lessons 
learned through video tutorials to create their own stop-motion short film inspired by ecological themes.

3. Once finished, the short films can be sent to the Locarno Film Festival (locarnokids@locarnofestival.ch) to 
participate in this autumn’s selection, so that they can be included in the official program of the Locarno 
Film Festival 2021.

Here for more information on Locarno Kids HomeMade Movies and to watch video tutorials
Press release - Locarno 2020 for younger viewers: Locarno Kids HomeMade Movies gets under way

Partners

With the support of

Main partner Locarno Kids



34

Youth Advisory Board (YAB)
The Youth Advisory Board (YAB) is the consulting body of the Locarno Film Festival made up of young men and 
women. It aims not only to bring the event, with its over seventy years of history, closer to the younger gen-
eration, but also to give a voice and a space to their thoughts and proposals. The task of the YAB is to support 
the Festival in its choices, especially concerning youth policies but also new artistic expressions and languages. 
Among other things YAB’s member present a report on each Festival edition, including concrete proposals and 
suggestions to help the event to grow and to improve thanks to a constructive and operational spirit.

The YAB is made up of five young people and it is part of the Festival’s operational structure, and it is involved 
especially in reflections on creating a digital community. This year, due to the lockdown, the interactions will be 
done remotely, but will still allow the new members to live and value the Locarno 2020 – For the Future of Films 
edition. Starting from next year, the YAB will focus mainly on the BaseCamp. 

After the first experience that began in 2017, this year the YAB is renewed, with four new names and a welcome 
return, that of Lily Landecy, in order to ensure some continuity between the two cycles of this project. 

YAB 2020-2022

Felix Klee, Germany (1990)

Florent Flagerström, Sweden (1993)

Anouk Phéline, France (1993)

Giulia Fasola, Switzerland (1996)

Lily Landecy, Switzerland (1998)

Here more information on the YAB and its members
News – YAB 2020-2022: Locarno 2020 marks the beginning for the new Youth Advisory Board
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USI and the Locarno Film Festival to create a joint professor-
ship on the future of cinema and the visual arts
The Locarno Film Festival and the University of Italian-speaking Switzerland (USI) are to strengthen their part-
nership with the creation of a professorship dedicated to theoretical thought on the future of cinema and film 
festivals, entitled “Locarno Film Festival Professor for the Future of Cinema and Audiovisual Arts”. 

The synergy between the Locarno Film Festival and USI has taken shape over the past twenty years in sever-
al key activities, including the Documentary Summer School of the Locarno Academy, the Locarno Media City 
project, that will also enhance the role and utilization of the Locarno Film Festival archives, and more recent 
collaborations in the field of strategic and organizational development.
The 2020 edition of the Festival, dedicated to the future of the cinema in all its aspects, both artistic and eco-
nomic, provides an opportunity to develop the relationship still further in a joint cultural project. Locarno 2020 
– For the Future of Films will see the creation at USI’s Faculty of Communication, Culture and Society of a chair 
that will combine academic duties with a close consultancy role with the Festival itself, acting as a vector for 
reflection, research and teaching on the future of film and its dissemination.

The successful applicant will enjoy privileged access to the work of the Locarno Film Festival, making a signifi-
cant contribution to one of the central missions in the Festival’s current institutional direction within the con-
text of the PalaCinema project, designed to be a center of excellence for growth in cinema culture, fostering 
new audiences and reflecting on the future of festivals.
In parallel, the USI/LFF Professor will be engaged in the academic sphere, using his or her professional expe-
rience at the Festival as the groundwork for the development of specific research and teaching pathways that 
fall within the various disciplines of USI, i.e. cinema, audiovisual and event organization, thus strengthening the 
University’s position as a center of studies in these fields.

The call for applications, which will open in the coming months, will seek an individual with an international 
academic profile, capable of combining research and teaching activities at USI with an ongoing consultancy role 
vis-à-vis the Festival’s initiatives on training and education as well as in its own development.

The profile of the ideal candidate for the position has been drawn up by a working group made up of three 
members from USI’s Faculty of Communication, Culture and Society, and three members of the Locarno Film 
Festival and set up by USI Rector Boas Erez, Locarno Film Festival President Marco Solari and the President of 
the PalaCinema Carla Speziali.
The appointment will be decided jointly by USI and the Locarno Film Festival on the basis of a range of criteria.

Press Release – USI and the Locarno Film Festival to create a joint professorship on the future of cinema and the 
visual arts

Università
della
Svizzera
italiana
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Forward back
Discovering Locarno Film Festival’s archive

The Locarno 2020 edition also includes a series of initiatives organized by the Festival and some of its partners 
to rediscover the heritage of content that the Locarno Film Festival has built and archived in over 70 years of 
history. An opportunity to relive your past as you look to the future.

Discutiamo, discutiamo – Locarno Conversations

As part of the special edition Locarno 2020 – For the Future of Films, focusing on the exchange and development 
of ideas for the cinema of tomorrow, we look back on the reflections made by guests in past editions. Discu-
tiamo, discutiamo offers a selection of conversations with some of the most brilliant directors, actors and film 
professionals who, as guests of the Locarno Film Festival, share their experiences, ideas and visions in order to 
inspire new creators.  

The conversations selected by the initiative will be presented on 5 August at the opening of the Festival.

With the support of PalaCinema Locarno.

UBS and Locarno Film Festival: 40 years of Partnership 

A platform to celebrate the history of the Locarno Film Festival and relive online the most meaningful moments 
of a Partnership that has lasted for over 40 years, between the Festival and Main Partner UBS. 

Further detail on the project, which marks the 40th anniversary of UBS’ partnership with Locarno Film Festival, 
will be announced on 4 August.

ab

Photo Exhibition 
The Festival is in the Piazza. Relive 73 years’ worth of magic. 

Even though the Locarno Film Festival will not be able to take place in all of its customary locations, between Au-
gust 5 - 15, Piazza Grande will once again be one of the key elements of the 2020 edition. The iconic open-air 
cinema, which holds thousands of viewers in its embrace annually, will serve as an exhibition space during Locar-
no 2020 – For the Future of Films, hosting a photo exhibition, with archival snapshots capturing the most signifi-
cant moments associated with Piazza Grande and its prize-winners, thus using the memories of the past to revive 
the timeless emotions that Locarno generates with each edition. 
The exhibition will also be accessible in the evening, thanks to a special arrangement designed to allow 
eco-friendly nighttime visits. The lighting will come from innovative solar-powered poster supports. This is a 
sign of the Locarno Film Festival’s consistent commitment to the future and to sustainability.  
This initiative is possible thanks to the cooperation of Marco Abram, Loreta Daulte, Alberto Flammer, Massimo 
Pedrazzini, Ti-Press: Samuel Golay, Gabriele Putzu, Carlo Reguzzi. 

With the support of
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Locarno Film Festival e Fuori orario. Cose (mai) viste
This year, two nights of cinema will act as a bridge between the Locarno Film Festival and Fuori orario. Cose 
(mai) viste, the well-known and beloved cinematic archive on air in Italy on Rai 3 in Italy since 1988. Two shows 
to celebrate the films of internationally acclaimed auteurs filmmakers, supported and awarded by the Festival 
over the years, and that Fuori orario has brought to television screens all over Italy, as part of the nights of Rai 3
The program will consist an homage to Jean-Marie Straub and Danièle Huillet, completed with rare content from 
the Festival’s archive, as well as a tribute to Otar Iosseliani, Pardo alla carriera in 2013.

Sunday 9 August

LA MADRE, by Jean-Marie Straub – 2012 – short film

CHANT D’HIVER, by Otar Iosseliani (Pardo alla carriera 2013) – 2015

Footage of the awards ceremonies will accompany both films.  
 
Friday 14 August: Jean-Marie Straub night

KOMMUNISTEN, by Jean-Marie Straub and Danièle Huillet – 2014

FORTINI/CANI, by Jean-Marie Straub and Danièle Huillet – 1976

Presentation of unpublished archival material, such as the delivery of the Pardo d’onore Manor received in Piazza 
Grande in 2017, videos by the cinematographer and Straub’s regular collaborator Renato Berta and many more.

Here for more information of Locarno 2020 projects and initiatives
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Locarno on demand
Collaboration between the Locarno Film Festival and VOD Platforms

In 2020, the Locarno Film Festival is expanding its partnership with VOD platforms, shining a light on independ-
ent and auteur cinema, starting with several titles that screened at past editions of the Festival, which will be 
available at home in August. 

The Festival all over Switzerland with Swisscom

For the 24th year in succession, Swisscom will stand side by side with the Locarno Film Festival, renewing its sup-
port for Locarno 2020 – For the Future of Films edition. 
In a year of extraordinary challenges for the entire film industry, Swisscom reaffirms its commitment as Main 
partner of the Locarno Film Festival, with a raft of cross-media initiatives that will bring the event to all Swiss 
households.

Telecub specials
As we await the return of the Piazza Grande in 2021, Swisscom will “host” the Festival in special editions of its 
Teleclub channel programs Zoom Mania and Zoom Persönlich. Swisscom’s TV talk shows will welcome a range 
of guests to present and explain the world of Switzerland’s top cultural event and in particular this special edi-
tion Locarno 2020.

The Festival in the comfort of your own home 
Once again, this year Swisscom TV will offer its audience a special package dedicated entirely to the Festival, 
with a series of stand-out movies from the event’s 72-year history and more, picked out and recommended by 
personalities from the world of entertainment, sports and culture.

The Festival goes online 
In parallel, the journey of the Locarno Film Festival continues on bluewin.ch. Over the past few months, Swisscom’s 
internet provider has been presenting the world of Locarno in a regular feature that mixes behind-the-scenes looks 
at the organization with the latest news about the upcoming edition. The reports will continue throughout Locar-
no 2020, the perfect launching pad for a new season of stories to be shared at the click of a mouse.

The Festival is Locarno LiveTV by Swisscom 
Locarno LiveTV by Swisscom, accessible via the Festival’s new website and its YouTube channel, will as usual be 
turning its gaze to the stories of this edition, which in this exceptional year holds even more surprises than ever. 
After years of close encounters with hundreds of guests, filmmakers and VIPs — whose stories, emotions and 
films were all reported on Locarno LiveTV by Swisscom — for this edition the crew from CISA film school, the TV 
channel’s operational partner, will have to capture the atmospheres and opportunities of an unprecedented, 
hybrid event, distributed online as well as in theaters and including regular features but also surprise screenings.

Press release - The Festival all over Switzerland with Swisscom
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MUBI
A Journey in the Festival’s History

For those following the Festival outside of Switzerland the rendez-vous point is undoubtedly MUBI, one of the 
most important worldwide resources for auteur cinema online and a reference point for new cinephilia, not least 
thanks to the possibility of creating your own profile and exchanging opinions and tips with film buffs all over 
the world. 

Depending on the country, during Locarno 2020, it will be possible to access some of the films from the section 
A Journey in the Festival’s History, a selection of both acclaimed and obscure works, all of them surprising and 
modern, reflecting the Festival’s spirit of discovery across 72 years. The selection has been made by the authors 
of the 20 projects selected to participate The Films After Tomorrow section. 

MUBI is the VOD partner for this program. Alongside this collaboration, MUBI also begins its fifth “Direct from 
Locarno” global special in August featuring films hand-picked from last year’s edition. 

Click on the program, available on our website from July 29, to see which films will be available on MUBI. 
Press release – “A Journey in the Festival’s History” charted by the filmmakers competing for the Pardi di dom-
ani 2020

Tënk
Locarno 2020 is forging an alliance with Tënk, the young European VOD platform entirely devoted to auteur 
documentaries. From July 31, for eight weeks, Tënk will feature the past works of some of the filmmakers from 
The Films After Tomorrow, many of which played in Locarno and won awards.

LEVIATHAN, by Verena Paravel and Lucien Castaing-Taylor’s – 2012 – screened in the Concorso internazionale 
at Locarno65

OISEAUX DE NUIT, by Mateo Ybarra – 2018 – short film

DISTANCING, by Miko Revereza – 2019 – short film – presented in the Moving Ahead section at Locarno72

FACE AU JUGE, by Pierre-François Sauter – 2009

THE ANABASIS OF MAY AND FUSAKO SHIGENOBU, MASAO ADACHI AND 27 YEARS WITHOUT IMAGES, by 
Eric Baudelaire – 2011

Each film is introduced with a text written by the Locarno Film Festival Selection Committee. 

Click on the program, available on our website from July 29, to see which films will be available on Tënk. 
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MYmovies.it
The Locarno Film Festival is also collaborating with MYmovies.it, the leading magazine and database for Italian 
cinemagoers and film lovers, which during Locarno 2020 will be presenting, on-demand, various films produced 
or co-produced in Italy and presented at the Festival.

10 August MAGARI, by Ginevra Elkann – 2019 – opening film at Locarno72
11 August NON È SOGNO, by Giovanni Cioni – 2019 – Fuori concorso at Locarno72
12 August  L’OSPITE, by Duccio Chiarini – 2018 – Piazza Grande at Locarno71
13 August  MENOCCHIO, bx Alberto Fasulo – 2018 – Concorso Internazionale at Locarno71

All films will be shown free of charge from Italy upon prior booking from August 4 onwards.

LocarnoHomeFestival 

You can find many other films from the history of the Locarno Film Festival on the page dedicated to the Locar-
noHomeFestival, a project born during the lockdown as an expression of sympathy towards the public and the 
film industry. LocarnoHomeFestival offers to inform the public about films that were presented in past editions 
of the Festival and are currently available on various online streaming platforms, either free of charge or for a fee 
(the availability of individual films on the same platform may vary from country to country).

Here for more information of Locarno 2020 projects and initiatives
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Il Pardo a casa tua
“Il Pardo a casa tua” is a special program offered by RSI together with the Locarno Film Festival to give all audi-
ences in Italian-speaking Switzerland twelve evenings of great cinema, recounting some historical moments of 
the iconic Piazza Grande and reliving its emotions and atmosphere even in this year when it will not be physically 
there.  
Twelve films – eight of them winners of the Prix du Public UBS – broadcasted from 6 July to 21 September on RSI 
LA 1 in the late evening slot and also available on the Play RSI web platform until one week after the television 
programming. 

More information on “Il Pardo a casa tua” programming
Press release – Il Pardo a casa tua: 12 film della Piazza Grande alla RSI

RSI LA 1 – Il pardo a casa tua

06.07.2020 MICROCOSMOS – LE PEUPLE DE L’HERBE, by Claude Nuridsany and Marie Pérennou
  (Prix du Public UBS 1996)

13.07.2020 GIULIA VERSCHWINDEN, by Christoph Schaub (Prix du Public UBS 2009)

20.07.2020 MORE THAN HONEY, by Markus Imhoof (2012)

27.07.2020 SCHWEIZER HELDEN, by Peter Luisi (Prix du Public UBS 2014)

03.08.2020 GOTTHARD - ONE LIFE, ONE SOUL, by Kevin Merz (2017)

10.08.2020 UN NEMICO CHE TI VUOLE BENE, by Denis Rabaglia (2018)

17.08.2020 L’OSPITE, by Duccio Chiarini (2018)

24.08.2020 DAS LEBEN DER ANDEREN, by Florian Henckel (Prix du Public UBS 2006)

31.08.2020 MONSIEUR LAZHAR, by Philippe Falardeau (Prix du Public UBS 2011)

07.09.2020 GABRIELLE, by Louise Archambault (Prix du Public UBS 2013)

14.09.2020 I, DANIEL BLAKE, by Ken Loach (Prix du Public 2016)

21.09.2020 THE BIG SICK, by Michael Showalter (Prix du Public 2017)

Similar initiatives have also been developed by the RTS and SRF networks, with special programming that pays 
homage to the Locarno Film Festival.

RTS2 – Un été avec le Festival de Locarno

30.06.2020 LES DAMES, by Stéphanie Chuat, Véronique Reymond (2018)

7.07.2020 LES MAMIES NE FONT PAS DANS LA DENTELLE, by Bettina Oberli (2006)

14.07.2020 LA FORTERESSE, by Fernand Melgar (Pardo d’oro Cineasti del presente, 2008)

21.07.2020 DAS FRÄULEIN, by Andrea Staka (Pardo d’oro, Gran premio del Festival
  and Gran premio della Città e della Regione di Locarno, 2006)

28.07.2020 MORE THAN HONEY, by Markus Imhoof (2012)

04.08.2020 GIULIA VERSCHWINDEN, by Christoph Schaub (Prix du Public UBS, 2009)

11.08.2020 LE TABLEAU NOIR, by Yves Yersin (2013)

18.08.2020 MOKA, by Frédéric Mermoud (Variety Piazza Grande Award, 2016)
 
More information on RTS special programming – Un été avec le Festival de Locarno
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SRF1 – «Il Pardo» in den eigenen vier Wänden

15.07.2020 DAS FRÄULEIN, by Andrea Staka (Pardo d’oro, Gran premio del Festival
  and Gran premio della Città e della Regione di Locarno, 2006)

22.07.2020 GLAUBENBERG, by Thomas Imbach (2018)

29.07.2020 BERESINA, by Daniel Schmid (1999)

03.08.2020 HELL, by Tim Fehlbaum (2011)

05.08.2020 MORE THAN HONEY, by Markus Imhoof (2012)

10.08.2020 CURE, by Andrea Staka (2014)

12.08.2020 GIULIAS VERSCHWINDEN, by Christoph Schaub (Prix du Public UBS, 2009)

More information on SRF special programming – «Il Pardo» in den eigenen vier Wänden

Media partners
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Locarno 2020 – For the Future of Films at a glance:
all online and physical activities

Online

Screenings:
Open Doors Screenings 

A Journey in the 
Festival’s History – full 
selection of 20 films 

Locarno 2020 activities:
The Films After
Tomorrow 

In conversation with
(Locarno Academy 
activities)

Padrini&Madrine 
(Pardi di domani 
activities)

Locarno Pro initiatives:
StepIn in partnership 
with Variety

SwissBiz  Round Table

Heritage Online Round 
Table

Open Doors Hub&Lab

Open Doors Roundtable 

Open Doors 
Year-long activities 

Other initiatives: 
Locarno Kids HomeMade 
Movies

Discutiamo, discutiamo – 
Locarno Conversation

UBS and Locarno Film 
Festival: 40 years of 
partnership

Locarno on demand:
Locarno’s film on VOD
Platforms
Swisscom

MUBI

Tënk

MYmovies.it

LocarnoHomeFestival

Online and Physical

Screenings:
A Journey in the Festi-
val’s History – a selection 
of 10 films out of the 20 
picked by The Films After 
Tomorrow filmmakers

Pardi di domani – the 
whole competition: 

Concorso nazionale
Concorso internazionale

Physical

Screenings:
First Cow
(Kelly Reichardt) –
Opening Night

Through the Open Doors
(10 films from 18 years of 
Open Doors’ History)

Secret Screenings
(carte Blanche by Lili 
Hinstin)

Special:
La France contre
les Robots
(Jean-Marie Straub) e 
Collection Lockdown by 
Swiss Filmmakers –
Closing Night

Other initiatives:
Photo Exhibition –
The Festival is in the Piaz-
za. Relive 73 years’ worth 
of magic. 

Television

Other initiatives:
Il Pardo a casa tua
(on RSI Play as well)

Swisscom Program: 
Dossier
Zoom Persönlich
Swisscom TV

Locarno Film Festival and 
Fuori orario. Cose (mai) viste
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Screenings in theaters from 5 to 15 August 
 
Two of the hallmarks of the Locarno Film Festival, the twin pleasures of discovering and seeing movies in the 
theater, will not be missing even in an edition taking place primarily online. Locarno 2020 – For the Future of 
Films will feature live streaming, video on demand, virtual masterclasses and Q&A sessions, but will also be 
physical, offering screenings in Gran Rex, at the PalaCinema 1 in Locarno and at PalaVideo in Muralto, with pre-
mieres and repertory screenings over the eleven days of the Festival. 

Scheduled in the theaters physically there are: 

• all the short films of the competition Pardi di domani 

• a selection of the 20 titles of A Journey in the Festival’s History 

• the 10 titles of the Through the Open Doors retrospective

• the Secret Screenings, a special Carte Blanche curated by Lili Hinstin of surprise screenings among which great 
classics, rarities to discover and exclusive previews are hidden

 

For the Press
Journalists will have free access to all screenings and/or repeats from August 5 to 15. To obtain access, in com-
pliance with COVID-19 safety measures, please send an email to segretariato@locarnofestival.ch

Here all the information on how to access physical projections for journalists and the data to be provided to the 
Secretariat.

Please note: For journalists who want to attend a screening it is mandatory to book a seat 24 hour in advance. 
Late bookings will be accepted according to the availability of places. It is only possible to attend the screening 
if you have a reservation. The tickets with assigned reserved seats will be sent by email. The ticket is personal, 
non-transferable and must be shown at the entrance either in paper form or on an electronic device.

Tickets and season tickets for the public
Tickets and season tickets can be purchased online from 29 July. 
Here all the information concerning tickets and season tickets for Locarno 2020.

For a healthy and safe viewing
In compliance with national health regulations and in order to guarantee a pleasant and safe viewing experience 
the Locarno Film Festival will follow all the health and safety regulations regarding theatrical screenings sug-
gested by ProCinema. 
We also remind you that the use of the mask is mandatory until you reach your seat in the screening room.

Here all the useful information before entering theaters.

The theaters that will host the programming in Locarno   
GranRex  
PalaCinema 1  
PalaVideo of Muralto  

Events  
In compliance with the regulations imposed by the health situation, the traditional live events that complete the 
format of the Locarno Film Festival have been cancelled. As a result, the Locarno Experience – laRotonda and 
Locarno Garden la Mobiliare will not be held.  
 


